
Global developmental delay 
(GDD) is when a learner has 
significant delays in 2 or more 
developmental domains 
(for example gross or fine 
motor skills, speech and 
language, social and personal 
skills). Sometimes the terms 
‘developmental delay’ and 
‘global developmental delay’ 	
are used interchangeably. 

GDD is a diagnosis that 
psychologists or paediatricians 
can make for children who 
display significant impairments 
in both cognitive abilities 
(eg ability to think, learn and 
problem solve), gross and 
fine motor skills, and skills of 
everyday living (eg dressing, 
toileting, eating, communicating 
and socialising independently). 
Diagnosis is guided by the 
Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual for Mental Disorders, 	
5th edn (DSM-5-TR).

The impact of GDD on learning
Learners with global developmental delay may have difficulty with:
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EXAMPLES OF ADJUSTMENTS 

GDD
ADJUSTMENTS

General teaching 
•	 Recognise and use the learner’s strengths and interests to create opportunities 

for success.

•	 Encourage learners to attempt and persist at learning tasks that are challenging 
for them.
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