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RACIST 
BULLYING
GUIDANCE FOR EDUCATORS

Learning to value a diverse range of cultures, 
languages and beliefs helps students become 
engaged citizens in a multicultural society. 

The ability to interact with others with respect 
and empathy are important skills that assist 
students to develop intercultural understandings.

Creating a classroom environment that respects 
and values children and young people from all 
cultures and backgrounds establishes a strong 
foundation for students to learn these skills.

This guidance includes age-appropriate discussion 
points for the racist bullying video to be used  
with groups of students at a classroom-level,  
as well as whole-school strategies that support 
the development of intercultural understanding.

Creating an inclusive classroom
Building a respectful and inclusive 
classroom environment is an important 
part of preventing racist bullying.

There are many ways you can create a positive 
and inclusive environment, including:

• challenging discriminatory language, 
stereotypes, behaviours and beliefs

• acknowledging and promoting different 
social, educational and cultural influences

• following the selecting and using resources 
for educational purposes guideline

• when inviting speakers from a diverse 
range of communities, backgrounds and 
life experiences, considering the external 
provider guidelines and checklist

• ensuring conditions for safety have 
been established though explicit 
teaching of behaviour expectations

• role model unconditional positive  
regard for all children and young people 
to set the scene for respect towards all 
cultures and priority learners who may 
be at higher risk of discrimination

• 

https://edi.sa.edu.au/supporting-children/health-and-wellbeing/choosing-a-wellbeing-program
https://edi.sa.edu.au/supporting-children/health-and-wellbeing/choosing-a-wellbeing-program
https://edi.sa.edu.au/library/document-library/form/teaching/projects-and-programs/external-provider-checklist.pdf
https://edi.sa.edu.au/supporting-children/behaviour-and-attendance/online-policy-tool-for-schools/online-policy-tool
https://edi.sa.edu.au/supporting-children/behaviour-and-attendance/online-policy-tool-for-schools/online-policy-tool
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1eXazGxrTc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1eXazGxrTc


• do not downplay the seriousness of  
what the student is experiencing or how  
they are feeling. Racist bullying is not  
a normal part of growing up and it is  
not something to put up with or ignore

• racist bullying may be very subtle and 
providing explicit examples may be difficultbe very subtle and 



Further teaching resources
A range of resources and guidance is available to 
support you to learn about the cultural backgrounds 
of your students and build inclusive environments: 

Diversity and inclusion: guidance for teachers 

Ethical Understanding  
(Australian Curriculum – General capabilities)

Intercultural Understanding  
(Australian Curriculum – General capabilities)

Personal and Social Capability  
(Australian Curriculum – General capabilities) 

Growing competence in working with Australian 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures 
– resources and related information

The English as an additional language 
or dialect (EALD) program offers: 

• a range of support services

• curriculum 
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https://www.education.sa.gov.au/docs/support-and-inclusion/inclusive-teaching-and-learning/diversity-and-inclusion-teacher-guide.pdf
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/ethical-understanding/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/ethical-understanding/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/intercultural-understanding/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/intercultural-understanding/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/personal-and-social-capability/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/personal-and-social-capability/
https://edi.sa.edu.au/educating/aboriginal-learners/working-with-aboriginal-cultures
https://edi.sa.edu.au/educating/aboriginal-learners/working-with-aboriginal-cultures
https://edi.sa.edu.au/educating/aboriginal-learners/working-with-aboriginal-cultures
https://edi.sa.edu.au/educating/literacy-and-numeracy/eald/support-for-teachers/leading-eald-learning
https://edi.sa.edu.au/educating/literacy-and-numeracy/eald/support-for-teachers/leading-eald-learning
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/resources/teaching-resources-catalogue
https://www.solidkids.net.au/
https://racismnoway.com.au/teaching-resources/
https://www.narragunnawali.org.au/curriculum-resources
https://www.narragunnawali.org.au/curriculum-resources
https://culturalatlas.sbs.com.au/

