
It’s about:
•	 persisting with classroom tasks
•	 coming up with new ideas
•	 holding a growth mindset

When you are are cognitively 
engaged you are interested, 
curious, hooked-in the learning 
and want to keep thinking about it.

When you are are cognitively engaged you 
will often feel keen to keep ‘having a go’, to 
keep trying different ways to work something 
out. You might also keep on thinking about 
the learning beyond lesson time.

Here are some ways to think 
about Cognitive Engagement

The questions we ask students:

•	 I work hard on learning

•	 When I found something hard I tried another way

•	 I take a lot of care with what I do

•	 No matter who you are, you can change our intelligence

•	 I am excited to come up with new things.

This is the 
percentage of 
students across 
years 4-12 who 
said they were 
highly cognitively 
engaged.

Achievement Data showing the proportion of students who achieve in the higher bands in NaplanCognitive engagement - high and low wellbeing over time






