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WRITING Level 7 Level 8 Level 9 Level 10

CREATING TEXTS
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GRAMMAR: 
Whole text level                                            

Level 7 Level 8 Level 9 Level 10

COHESIVE DEVICES

Reference (such 
as pronouns and 
demonstratives/ 
pointers)

Mostly uses pronouns accurately 
and unambiguously to link objects 
or people across the text

Uses pronouns accurately to:
• mostly unambiguously track
multiple people, places and
objects

• begin to refer back to things to
carry an idea forward: his ration
was 3 kg beef, 3 kg flour, 1.3 kg
maize meal and ... This was …

Uses reference items appropriately  
in longer complex factual genres 
such as explanations to maintain flow: 
the woodchips are mixed with water 
to make a pulp. This pulp is …; In the 
middle of 1852 gold mining licences 
were introduced. These licences …

Uses reference items with nominalisations 
or summarising nouns to compact and 
carry forward information: earthquakes 
occur when the plates move. This movement 
…; Canteens have a traffic lights method: 
green light foods are …, orange light … and 
red light … This method is …

Text connectives Uses simple, everyday text 
connectives formulaically to organise 
texts and show logical sequence 
of paragraphs and sentences: then; 
so; but; and; next; firstly; secondly; 
thirdly

Uses simple, everyday text  
connectives to begin paragraphs 
and sentences to show logical 
connections: first; at first; after; 
after that; today; but; next time; 
in the end; also

Begins to use less common, more 
written-like text connectives to organise 
the stages of the text and show some 
logical connections: firstly; in addition; 
finally; in conclusion; also; first; at 
first; now; instead; on the other hand; 
however; therefore

Uses 1–2 alternatives to organise stages 
of the text:
•
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GRAMMAR: 
Group and word level

Level 7 Level 8 Level 9 Level 10

ADVERBS, ADVERBIAL GROUPS/PHRASES AND PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES TO EXPRESS CIRCUMSTANCES

Vocabulary Includes more precise details of circumstances selecting more delicate 
and specialised vocabulary to express specialised learning area 

content and/or precise shades of meanings

Includes more precise details of circumstances selecting more delicate and 
specialised vocabulary to express more technical, discipline-specific content 

and/or to sound more expert and add credibility

Expressing details 
surrounding the process 

place – where?

time – when?

• place: in the hills; out the window; in Government House; in a swamp;
all over the world; in your lungs; out of the cages; beside the library;
on the way there

• time: today; after a while; every two years; on 13 May 1787; for the
same amount of time

• place: into the distance; to the
right; on his property

• time: in his lifetime; by 1868;
immediately; after a period of time

• place: on a sunny window sill; 15 km
south-southwest from the city centre

• time: during her work on DNA; for
quite some time; eventually;
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GRAMMAR: 
Group and 
word level

Level 7 Level 8 Level 9 Level 10

NOUNS AND NOUN GROUPS INCLUDING ADJECTIVES AND ADJECTIVAL PHRASES

Vocabulary Choices of nouns and expansion of noun groups provide more 
specialised, precise meanings to create detailed and accurate descriptions

Creates elaborate noun groups to build rich description and sound more 
expert and credible

Key nouns beginning to shift from concrete people and things to abstract ideas through nominalisations

Key nouns (the 
things central to 
the noun group)

Uses more specialised 
key nouns: volcano; lava; 
container; environment; 
awards and medals; swamp

Uses more precise discipline-specific 
key nouns: lagoon; dune; fabric; 
pathways; convict; labourer

Chooses key nouns to refer to the 
thing in a range of ways across a 
text, showing:
• more delicate meanings: dog;

puppy; mutt; rascal
• more specialised meanings:

settlers; township; mill

Chooses key nouns to sound more expert and 
credible: counsellors; community; debris; disaster

nominalisations Uses 1–2 topic specific 
nominalisations as key noun: 
eruptions

Uses nominalisations to express more specialised and abstract meanings: 
transportation; pollution; connection; prediction; violence; growth; payment

Begins to use 1–2 common nominalisations to express cause: reasons; 
results

Chooses nominalisations to sound more expert and 
credible: fitness; destruction; policy; rights; source

Uses 1–2 less common nominalisations to express 
cause: several factors; an enormous effect

Adding details in 
front of the key 
noun

Added elements provide more  
detailed descriptions using:
• describers: important

visitors; one large and six
medium smartie packets;
the red hot mega bite
of lava; massive roots

• classifiers: push bike;
the first motor buses;
Government House; the
natural environment

Added elements provide more 
detailed descriptions using:
• describers to create more precise
images: gorgeous lakes; cool
lagoons; wild winds; a rather quiet
day; the rough surface; straight edge

• classifiers: a corner shop; a theme
park; 195 male convicts; 1.3 kg
maize meal; the cotton bag; the
plastic bag; a fresh water crayfish

Chooses elements to build rich 
description and/or to sound 
informed appropriate to the 
purpose and audience using:

• describers: scrunched-up balls
of paper; successful sugar town

• classifiers: commercial sugar
mill; the Victorian government;
rectangular prism; square-
based pyramid

Chooses elements to build rich description and/
or to sound more expert and credible appropriate 
to the purpose and audience using:

• combined describers: a balanced and nutritious
diet

• classifiers: an innocent Chinese pig farmer;
Aboriginal land rights; a renewable energy source

Adding details after 
the key noun – 
qualifiers

prepositional 
phrases as qualifiers

Adds qualifiers using short prepositional phrases: many kings and 
queens from England; important visitors from other countries; the 
ice under the oak tree; the ash of the volcano; the largest ship in the 
fleet; the temperature of both shoes; a point of a star; the memories 
of all the soldiers; little shards of rock

Adds qualifiers using a longer prepositional phrase: a miner in the Gold Rush; the can 
at the bottom of the pile; the length of each side of the bigger shape; a closed shape 
with straight edges; the risk of heart disease and diabetes; the taste of the junk food  
at school canteens

embedded clauses 
as qualifiers

Thread begins at Level 8 Attempts qualifiers using embedded 
relative clauses to specify and 
define: all the people that fought 
for us (‘that’ used instead of ‘who’); 
puppies are dogs that you love and 
take care of

Uses embedded relative clause as 
qualifiers to specify and define: 
a silver covering that reflects the 
light; the Aboriginal people who 
lived there

Uses embedded relative clause e�ectively to 
specify and define: parents who have no time to 
make lunch for their own child; The Victoria Cross 
is awarded to those who have been extremely 
brave; three plants that are the same 

Begins to use pruned clauses omitting the 
relative pronoun and other words assumed to 
be understood: the amount of energy (which is) 
released during an earthquake

multiple qualifiers Thread begins at Level 11
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GRAMMAR: 
Group and 
word level

Level 7 Level 8 Level 9 Level 10

EVALUATIVE LANGUAGE

Vocabulary Developing an increasing range of less common evaluative language to appropriately express precise shades of emotions and judgements and/or more 
specialised evaluations of things, to sound more credible, predominantly in narratives and persuasive texts

Feelings and 
emotions

Begins to choose more precise 
synonyms to express feelings 
and emotions, eg upset instead 
of sad: Abbie is upset; everyone 
hates Peter; if we get very very 
bored

Uses less common expressions, 
choosing synonyms for feelings 
and emotions, eg concerned 
instead of worried: Ben was 
concerned; quite heartbreaking; 
constant terrifying fear; we were 
all happy to get out of the car  
for a while; all of us were glad to 
be home safe and sound

Expresses feelings and emotions both 
explicitly and inferring to create mood:  
Lily stormed off; sitting with his head in 
his hands; ‘you little rascal’, growled the 
dogcatcher as he shoved


