
2021 Phonics Screening Check 
The 2021 Phonics Screening Check results show statewide improvement in the ability of year 1 students to 
decode and blend letters into sounds.  

The Phonics Screening Check was introduced in 2018 for year 1 students across the South Australian 
public education system. The check is a short, simple assessment for all year 1 students that helps 
teachers to measure how well students are learning to decode and blend letters into sounds - one of the 
building blocks of reading.  

The Phonics Screening Check contains 40 words. Words at the beginning of the check are the simplest and 
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In 2018 the Department for Education engaged an external expert, Dr Jennifer Buckingham, Research 
Fellow at the Centre for I
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