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Overview 
A Community Language School (CLS) is a not-for-profit, after-hours language and culture school, open to all 
students irrespective of their linguistic background.  

The Government of South Australia provides annual funding to support CLS to deliver language and cultural 
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Needs Based Funding 
Funding is based on the student enrolment data from CLS, as follows: 

• $1,200 (ex GST) for CLS with less than 35 enrolments
• $35 (ex GST) per student for CLS between 35 and 485 enrolments (inclusive)
• $17,000 (ex GST) for CLS with 486 and 999 enrolments (inclusive)
• $22,000 (ex GST) for CLS with 1,000 enrolments or greater.

Establishment Funding 

Once-off establishment grant of $3,000 (ex GST) for a new accredited CLS. 

The establishment grant will only be available to newly accredited CLS or CLS that have not been accredited 
for a period of 5 years or more. For this purpose, the date of the previous accreditation will be the date of 
the letter from the Department for Education regarding its accreditation status. 

SACE Funding 
Schools that offer the SACE subjects are eligible for funding for each student enrolled in either Stage 1 or 
Stage 2 subjects. For further information about offering SACE subjects, please refer to the Community 
Language School Program SACE guidelines. 

Eligible Funding Uses 
The following list is an example of what the funding for the CLS program can be used for: 

• Teacher and Instructor Salaries and/or Honoraria to Volunteers.
• Professional Learning Activities for Teachers, Instructors, School Personnel and School

Administrators.
• Purchase of Language Curriculum Resources

•
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• Activities designed specifically to orient recently arrived students to the South Australian education

https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/__legislation/lz/c/a/associations%20incorporation%20act%201985/current/1985.30.auth.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2022C00149
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2022C00149
https://www.esasa.asn.au/school-information/policies-for-ethnic-schools/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fedi.sa.edu.au%2Flibrary%2Fdocument-library%2Fsper%2Fexternal-relations%2Fcommunity-languages-schools%2Fcommunity-language-school-funding-guidelines.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CNancy.Caporaso%40sa.gov.au%7Cd6bb728dc2d540412d9808db9fa19027%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C1%7C0%7C638279288477414497%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iAAglsgVCbzKz29IeWJ4Ie5XB6b8NLmN8pZSFMVsbI8%3D&reserved=0
-	https://edi.sa.edu.au/library/document-library/sper/external-relations/community-languages-schools/community-language-school-SACE-guidelines.pdf
/docs/infrastructure/property-services/community-use-of-school-facilities-agreement-form.pdf
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